:E11, July 2012) describing trends in outcomes with treatment of cerebral arteriovenous malformations in the Nationwide Inpatient Sample, it should be noted that the code used to identify patients is not specific for cerebral arteriovenous malformations. The ICD-9-CM code 747.81 is defined as "anomalies of the cerebrovascular system." Of patients identified with this code, 66% have a cerebral arteriovenous malformation, 13% have cavernous malformation, 10% have unruptured cerebral aneurysm, 8% have a dural arteriovenous fistula, 2% have a venous anomaly, and 1% have some other anomaly.
Comparative effectiveness of treatments for cerebral arteriovenous malformations
To The ediTor: Regarding the article by Davies et al. (1):E11, July 2012) describing trends in outcomes with treatment of cerebral arteriovenous malformations in the Nationwide Inpatient Sample, it should be noted that the code used to identify patients is not specific for cerebral arteriovenous malformations. The ICD-9-CM code 747.81 is defined as "anomalies of the cerebrovascular system." Of patients identified with this code, 66% have a cerebral arteriovenous malformation, 13% have cavernous malformation, 10% have unruptured cerebral aneurysm, 8% have a dural arteriovenous fistula, 2% have a venous anomaly, and 1% have some other anomaly. 1 Therefore, a significant portion of the patients described in the paper by Davies et al. underwent treatment of conditions other than arteriovenous malformation. This fact makes the results of the study by Davies et al. rather difficult to interpret. This nonspecific nature of ICD-9-CM code 747.81 seriously undermines its utility in conducting studies of cerebral arteriovenous malformations in large administrative databases.
